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Editorial 
The starting point of algorithmic studies of problems for a large number of geometric 
objects as a field is usually considered as the mid-seventies, when M. I. Shamos wrote 
his thesis "Computational Geometry". Since then this area has rapidly developed, and 
today there are several books, journals and conferences which are primarily dedicated 
to Computational Geometry. 
This special issue of the Journal of Symbolic Computation demonstrates that Computa- 
tional Geometry involves, to a large extent, symbolic computations. The contributions 
reflect recent trends in the field, such as randomized algorithms, implementation issues 
(e.g. handling of geometric degeneracies by symbolic treatment), higher dimensional 
settings, curved objects (rather than linear objects like hyperplanes), and robotics as a 
problem area. 
We hope that this issue will create interest o researchers "outside" Computational 
Geometry, which is always a very stimulating field. Conversely, researchers in Computa- 
tional Geometry should be motivated to view the Journal of Symbolic Computation as a 
possible forum for their research. 
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